The oncological approach to pylorus preserving pancreatoduodenectomy (PPPD) in pancreas malignancies.
There has been a considerable debate about whether pylorus preservation significantly detracts from the radicality in a palliative procedure where a conventional Whipple operation would have been curative. We know now, that the extending radicality of the Whipple operation does not improve the long-term survival rates. Our results of 127 PPPD and 54 Whipple procedures in pancreas malignancies from 1985 to 1996 showed the nutritional benefits of the PPPD group as compared to the standard Whipple group. 84% (99/121) vs. 24% (13/50) were able to gain postoperatively. The long-term survival rates of both groups and the results in the literature are similar.